
How are your neighbours doing?

Ongoing Projects

A visual ethnographic contribution to the Sustainability Week at the University of Basel, March 2026 by the course ‘Neighbours’, taught by Michelle Engeler 
and attended by Lina Dimachkie, Ashwin Gupta, Bahar Ibrahim, Mirjam Kottmann, Rita Lüthi, Thimea Mollet, Jan Obernosterer, Camila Otalora Lopez, 
Daniele Rahmatpour, Charly Rapp, Juila Schegg, Qudsia Shujazada, Mia Stauffacher and Filippo Vegezzi

In everyday language, the term neighbour refers to a spatial relationship: neighbours are people who live closer to us than others. But how do we actually 
do neighbourhood in everyday life?

Through ethnographic research and visual material, participants of the course Neighbours explore neighbourhood as an everyday practice of living 
together. Their work reflects on how sustainability takes shape in ordinary relations of care, distance, dependence, and neglect.

The small exhibition How are your neighbours doing? invites visitors to reflect on neighbours who may feel unfamiliar or unnoticed, and to reconsider their 
own neighbourhood relations right at their doorsteps.

Neighbours, HS2025/FS2026, taught by Michelle Engeler, Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Basel
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Challenges

Limit the research and do not digress into other
topics. 

Time is limited and interests are manifold 
Finding people the beginning of January

University of BaselAn atypical border
between Switzerland
and Italy: the case of
Campione d’Italia 

By Daniele Rahmatptour
Master Student in History

and Anthropology 

Political borders, Social identity, Territorial attachment,
International relationships

MAIN THEMES

Participant observation 
Semi-structured interviews and

biographies
Visual Anthropology

METHODS

Field research during the first two
weeks of January. 

Several days, at different times. 
Use of car, bus, and possibly boat. 

TIME
MANANGEMENT

•How does the geographical-political
border affect the lives of the

inhabitants of Campione d'Italia?

•How do they express their Italian
identity, considering the influential

proximity of Switzerland?

REASEARCH QUESTIONS

BACKGROUND

I was born and raised in Lugano. For
me, Campione d'Italia has always
been close to home. Different in

some political and aesthetic ways. Yet
so similar in everyday life. 

ConstructingConstructing
neighborhood fromneighborhood from
the ground upthe ground up

Constructing
neighborhood from
the ground up

Research question

 LINA dIMACHKIE

Method

Key INTERESTS
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The figure of the natour
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The Traumaac Past, the Wishful Future, and the 
Meanwhile
+ The Lebanese Civil War (1975–1990) is a 
protracted/unresolved conflict
+ A sectarian war that ended with a general law of amnesia
+ Post-war debates on regimes of visibility and what is 
allowed to surface
+ Excessive presences and ruptures between presentaaon + Excessive presences and ruptures between presentaaon 
and representaaon

Bachar Ibrahim

Gregory Buchakjian / Abandoned Dwellings

Akram Zaatari / Objects of Study

Walid Raad / The Atlas Group

Walid Raad / The Atlas Group

How do Afghan women describe neighboring in
Afghanistan and in Basel?
How do care and solidarity support women’s
everyday lives?
How does neighboring operate as social
control?
How does migration reshape women’s sense of
freedom and belonging?

METHODOLOGY

Between intimacy and freedom: Afghan
Women Navigating Neighborly Relations

BACKGROUND
Qualitative and
autoethnographic approach.
Participants: Four Afghan
women (ages 18–60) living in
Basel, who grew up in
Afghanistan.
Interviews: In-person,
Persian/Dari, 45–75 minutes,
audio recorded.

Illuminates the tension between freedom and
intimacy.
Shows how neighboring is both supportive and
restrictive.
Provides a new understanding of Afghan women’s
adaptation in Europe.
Connects migration studies with gendered
community practices.

RESEARCH GAP
Limited academic work on
neighboring + surveillance +
migration together.
Lack of studies on Afghan women
comparing Afghanistan and
Europe.

RESEARCH
QUESTIONS

EXPECTED
CONTRIBUTION

Neighboring in Afghanistan involves care, daily
support, emotional solidarity, and mutual
responsibility.
At the same time, it functions as a system of moral
surveillance.
Women must protect family honor through
appropriate behavior, visibility, and dress.
Migration to Basel introduces a contrast: less
surveillance but more social distance.
Afghan women experience both freedom and
loneliness in this new context.

Basel University 
Qudsia  Shujazada

SENSORY
FIELDNOTES

IS THIS
SEAT
TAKEN?

Sensing
everyday life
on the train

PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION
AS A SOCIAL
MICROCOSM

How is the train
a sensory and
embodied social
microcosm?

How do sensory
and bodily
practices reveal
social patterns
on the train?

EMBODIED
MAPPING

SOUND
NOTES

POST-
JOURNEY

NOTES

STORY BOX

Mia Stauffacher

Ethnography of a Bridge
Capturing the practices surrounding the
Dreirosenbrücke in Basel

Crossings

Encounters

Expression

Contentions

Thinking the Dreirosenbrücke as both a piece of
infrastructure and public space

Using Sensory Ethnography as a method

Drawing an emotional map of the field

Seeing the river as an actor that shapes Basel’s neighbourhoods

a place of

Relationality

Observations

Reflection

Sociality

A research project by Rita Lüthi

Course Participants

Leaning, Passing, Planting: How Material
Arrangements Shape Neighbourhood Life in

the Matthäus Superblock

What is life like in a superblock and how
does it compare with life on the
surrounding streets? 
Who looks after the plants?
To what extent does a structural measure
such as a superblock change
neighbourhood dynamics?

Exploratory
ethnography
Participant
observation
Interviews
Anthropological
detour (plant boxes) 
Walking method

Thimea Mollet

This course is supported by „Impuls”. Impuls encourages lecturers and students to 
implement projects related to sustainable development as part of their courses. Impuls 
funding is intended to train students to become change agents for sustainability and to 
inspire and enable them to use these skills in their later professional and private lives 
for sustainable development. In addition to financial support, the funding also includes 
coaching for the implementation of student projects and a sustainability workshop.

Impuls

Pictures taken in Basel, 27.02.2026, by Michelle Engeler


