How are your neighbours doing?

A visual ethnographic contribution to the Sustainability Week at the University of Basel, March 2026 by the course ‘Neighbours’, taught by Michelle Engeler
and attended by Lina Dimachkie, Ashwin Gupta, Bahar Ibrahim, Mirjam Kottmann, Rita Lithi, Thimea Mollet, Jan Obernosterer, Camila Otalora Lopez,
Daniele Rahmatpour, Charly Rapp, Juila Schegg, Qudsia Shujazada, Mia Stauffacher and Filippo Vegezzi

In everyday language, the term neighbour refers to a spatial relationship: neighbours are people who live closer to us than others. But how do we actually
do neighbourhood in everyday lite?

Through ethnographic research and visual material, participants of the course Neighbours explore neighbourhood as an everyday practice of living
together. Their work reflects on how sustainability takes shape in ordinary relations of care, distance, dependence, and neglect.

The small exhibition How are your neighbours doing? invites visitors to reflect on neighbours who may feel unfamiliar or unnoticed, and to reconsider their
own neighbourhood relations right at their doorsteps.

Neighbours, HS2025/FS52026, taught by Michelle Engeler,

Pictures taken in Basel, 27.02.2026, by Michelle Engeler
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International relationships
BACKGROUND METHODS TIME
MANANGEMENT

I was born and raised in Lugano. For
me, Campione d'Italia has always
been close to home. Different in

some political and aesthetic ways. Yet

so similar in everyday life.

. Participant observation . o
. Semi-strucl:ured interviews and | Field research during the first two

weeks of January.
Several days, at different times.
Use of car, bus, and possibly boat.

biographies
Visual Anthropology

REASEARCH QUESTIONS
*How does the geographical-political
border affect the lives of the
inhabitants of Campione d'Italia?

*How do they express their Italian
identity, considering the influential
proximity of Switzerland?

Challenges

« Limit the research and do not digress into other
topics.

«  Time is limited and interests are manifold

Finding people the beginning of January

Aim:

Research Question:

"Hindu'?

Methods:

everyday rituals.

Two Anecdotes

Living in a suburb in Mumbai
far away from any temple, on
a rainy day, an image of the
mountain is selected. It is
then printed out at home,
and then kept in the center
of the living room. Then it is
initiated, and prayed to, by
walking around it In circles.
They have been moving
between cities and countries
for years now, and they said
that they have been doing
this svery ysar.
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Course: Neiyhbors: Tulor: Dr. Muchelle Engsler

Religiousity Elsewhere

Remaking Hinduism in Hong Kong

To understand religious power through changing forms of
religious objects, and the everyday rituals surrounding
them, specifically focusing on Hinduism in Hong Kong.

What is the process of remaking Hinduism elsewhere, by
both, Hindu temples and by everyday rituals in Hong
Kong? What new forms of material religious objects
emerge in this process, and how are they assimilated as

Interviews of priests, temple organisers, and resident
devotees, and participant observation ih pujas and

Soursz: hitps:/feavickeoniun

Source: Mak, BM. [2023] “The Hindu Temple in Hong Kang and Ifs
Nineteenth Century Cemetery.”

A cemetery in Happy Valley in
Hong Kong was provided to
Hindus by the british. It was
renovated by voluntsers
during the pandemic and is
celebrated as a sacred heri-
tage of Hindus that represents
them as minotities. But it also
presents cohtradictions in how
funerary practices should be
carried out {burial or crema-
tion), somsthing that the
temple has also bsen fighithg
for wiih the municipality.

arkar, 8. (2021) “Conunity
Hnelu tarple cemstery
sj2et n Fang Kong”

Ashwic Guola, MA Crilical Urhanistes, Univetsily of Base
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ONSTRUCTING
EIGHBORHOOD FROM

THE GROUND UP J5bLd

The Waiter ),E.n w
THE FIGURE OF THE NATOUR

The one who waits o5l

A watchman gl ot “Building caretakers” occupy a critical yet

ool ks ai underexplored role in Beirut’s urban landscapes.
They play an essential role in maintaining daily
operations of residential buildings. Natours & their

families typically live in rooms on the ground floor.

Watching over the sleep of other:
A night-guard N[N ]]
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RESEARCH QUESTION
How do Natours in Beirut construct and
experience neighborhood?

6uarding the families in the building above
A construction worker

He sits

by Jana Traboulsi and Hachem Adnan

gV ndtir, pl. nawdtir, watchman|
keeper (Ul o nitir al-hars
game-keeper, forester); wh
looks out from the mast.

METHOD
e Observation
o Field Site: TBD Residential street in
Beirut
o Narrative Interviews (ca. 2)

<

KEY INTERESTS

Everyday practices & interactions
Navigating laborer/resident positioning
Belonging & identity

Experiences of neighborhood
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regory Buchakjian / Abandoned DwéHings

Ethnographies of Those Who Know Too Much
+ Revisiting the stories | grew up with as part of a
post-war generation

+ Site-visits and walks with acquaintances whose
experiences remain tied ta specific places and
events

+ Ethnography as an inquiry into the when of the
political —located in the slippages between
dissensus and the orchestration of social order

+ The sensible and its role in the politics of
everyday life

mapping of |
actors and
practices

2 classe

Chasing a
nonSectarian
Aesthetic

Bachar lbrahim

Accessibility, bubbles and who

The Traumatic Past, the Wishful Future, and the
Meanwhile

+ The Lebanese Civil War {1975-1990) is a
protracted/unresolved conflict

+ A sectarian war that ended with a general law of amnesia
+ Post-war debates on regimes of visibility and what is
allowed to surface

+ Excessive presences and ruptures between presentation
and representation

% =
Akram Zaatari / Objects of Stu
Everyday nenSectarianism
+ Art objects and artistic labor expressed
through sensibility, affect, and performance
+ Circulations of sayable and unsayable anxieties
+ The labar of withessing and testifying
+ Imaginaries of violence and critiques of
representational regimes

Walid Raad / The Atlas Group

Aesthetics of incoherent Narratives

+Stubborn traces and excessive matter that resist
representation

+ Material remnants that act as past, future, or as fragments
of an ongoing conflict unfolding in everyday life

+ Post-war art debates as theoretical grounding

+ Productive tensions that center the sensible as a key
interpretive lens

+ The phenomenalogical dimension of forms and
relationalities that compose the social

Walid Raad / The Atlas Group

Wie geht es deinem
Nachbarn und deiner
Nachbarin? |
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METHODOLOGY

Qualitative and
autoethnographic approach.
Participants: Four Afghan
women (ages 18-60) living in
Basel, who grew up in
Afghanistan.

Interviews: In-person,
Persian/Dari, 45-75 minutes,
audio recorded.

Neighboring in Afghanistan involves care, daily
support, emotional solidarity, and mutual
responsibility.

At the same time, it functions as a system of moral
surveillance.

Women must protect family honor through
appropriate behavior, visibility, and dress.
Migration to Basel introduces a contrast: less
surveillance but more social distance.

Afghan women experience both freedom and
loneliness in this new context.

RESEARCH T. !
QUESTIONS °

Limited academic work on
neighboring + surveillance +
migration together.

Lack of studies on Afghan women
comparing Afghanistan and
Europe.

« How do Afghan wom }sighboring in
Afghanistan and in Basel? /

« How do care and solidarity support women,
everyday lives?

« How does neighboring operate as social
control?

« How does migration reshape women’s sense of ///
freedom and belonging? \\ T /
==

\~

EXPECTED
CONTRIBUTION
« Illuminates the tension between freedom and
intimacy.
« Shows how neighboring is both supportive and
restrictive.

« Provides a new understanding of Afghan women’s
adaptation in Europe.

.+ Connects migration studies with gendered

community practices.
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Icio Popolare as a Tool to Construct Community in Liv

Jan
1 Background

Calcio popolare - a response to the commercialisat
professional football and a space for political resis

Case Study: A.S.D. Football Livorno

COMMONIZATION - BELONGING - PERFORMATIVITY

Research Question

How does Football Livorno attempt to construct an
alternative social space around a self-organised,
local, amateur football team?

Methodology 3

- Participant Observation: Attending
Matches, Training Sessions & Social Eventg

- Narrative Interviews: Informal Context &
Meaningingful Locations
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Institute of Social Anthropology, University of Basel

What does a gift smell like to you?
How does it feel on your skin?
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¢ urban foodsharing/ non-
monetary commons

m " .. e surplus food; gift/waste

"% e scarcity/abundance

“a * charity/partnership
WERKHOE ¢ reciprocity/moral economy

Gundeldingerstrasse 286 ° belonginglotherness
¢ social inequality/ embodied

hierarchies
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How is the train
a sensory and
embodied social
microcosm?

PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION
AS A SOCIAL
MICROCOSM

EMBODIED
MAPPING

POST-
4 JOURNEY

SENSORY
FIELDNOTES

How do sensory
and bodily
practices reveal
social patterns
on the train?

Mia Stauffacher
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apturing the practices surrounding the
reirosenbriicke in Basel
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Thinking the Dreiréﬁfrﬁfhe as both a piece of
infrastructirez and public space
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Mirjam Kottmann
Master Student
Changing Societies
Excursion “Neighbours”
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meets who? :

Leaning, Passing, Planting: How Material
rrangements Shape Neighbourhood Life in
the Matthaus Superblock

e What is life like in a superblock and how
does it compare with life on the
surrounding streets?

e Who looks after the plants?

e To what extent does a structural measure
such as a superblock change
neighbourhood dynamics?

Thimea Mollet

MULTISPECIES
THNGGRAPHY

FINED-SITE MMETHOD vs  MULTI-SITE METHOD

HOW THE CITY IS BUILT OR MAINTAINED TO INFLUENGE
"~ NONHUNIAN LIFE { PLACES AND OBJECTS THAT ALLOW OR 3
5 . MULTISPECIES LANDSCAPE ANALYSIS
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HOW NONHUMANS ARE REPRESENTED, NARRATED, OR
REGULATED

HOW DO HUMANS IMAGINE THE NONHUMAN WiLD
PRESENCE, EVEN IF NOT VISIBLE
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Rorders in a 'borderless’ region

How is the ‘Dreieckland’
lived as both a geopolitical
and a socially and
historically constructed »
borderland in everyday life?

How do people engage (or
not) with the border and the
people beyond it?

INTERESTS

M[THODS\
RESEARCH * ‘Bordering’ and

‘debordering’ practices * Semistructured interviews
QUESTIONS e The mqteriqg"ts of the * ‘Go along’ ethnography
- border * ‘Dérive’ and photographic

¢ The borderland as a documentation
contested, political * Multi-sited border
space ‘in between’ ethnography

% o Personal and collective ‘Opportunistic’ interviews

memories

M. Camila Otalora Lope

Impuls
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This course is supported by , Impuls”. Impuls encourages lecturers and students to
implement projects related to sustainable development as part of their courses. Impuls
funding is intended to train students to become change agents for sustainability and to
inspire and enable them to use these skills in their later professional and private lives
for sustainable development. In addition to financial support, the funding also includes
coaching for the implementation of student projects and a sustainability workshop.



